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Fair fa’ your honest sonsie face, 
Great Chieftain o’ the pudding race! 

The words are by now almost as familiar to members 
of Ipswich Orwell Rotary Club as they are to any 
follower of Robert Burns in his world-famous poem of 
praise to a haggis. 

Once again, the club celebrated Burns Night in 
traditional style with a dinner (neeps and tatties an’ 
all, an’ all) at the Compasses. 

Forty-one of us enjoyed the occasion this year, with 
former Suffolk Chief Constable, Alistair McWhirter, 
our guest of honour for the fourth year running. 
Alistair, who is now chairman of Suffolk PCT, needed 
no introduction from president Alan, as he guided us 
through the Scottish traditions of Burns Night, 
including a toast to the Immortal Memory. 

 

Piper at the Burns' Supper, The Compasses Inn, January 

2008.  
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I am pleased to report that the New Year has continued 
in the same busy style that the “Old Year” ended. On our 
first Wednesday meeting in January we were joined for 
lunch by District Governor Duncan Howlett. He spoke to 
us at length about the Rotary ideals and provided a clear 
insight into his own thoughts and experiences during his 
time in the organisation. A number of members 
mentioned to me after the meeting how impressed they 
had been with DG Duncan’s clarity and straightforward 
speaking on Rotary matters. He is clearly an asset in the 
Rotary movement and we could do with more like him at 
District and above. 

In my last missive I mentioned recent speakers Georgina 
and Danielle who, following their return from work 
experience in India, were seeking to raise £700 in order 
to buy an oxygen monitor for donation to Madurai 
Hospital. I am pleased to be able to inform you that 
Council has agreed that our Club should donate £200 
towards this fund. I understand that with funds already 
collected and pledged, the £700 has almost been raised 
and it is anticipated that an oxygen monitor will be 
provided very shortly. Danielle will be visiting the Club 

continued on page 2, column 2 

continued on page 2 
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soon for the cheque to be presented and she will 
provide us with an update. 

Brian Beason and I were pleased to accept an 
invitation to attend the Arthritis Care Christmas 
Dinner held at the Orwell Crossing on 10th January. 
There was a good turnout of over forty Arthritis Care 
members. Fred Everett and his members wanted me 
to pass on their very genuine and sincere thanks to 
our Club for the transport provided throughout the 
year and for the organisation of the Christmas Party. 

On 24th January Richard Brown hosted the Schools 
Kingpin Bowling Challenge at Martlesham. The event 
was sponsored by Barnes Construction and jointly 
organised by Ipswich Orwell and Woodbridge Deben 
Rotary Clubs. Although the organisers were a little 
concerned with the late responses from schools, 
there was a good turnout on the day and a lot of 
children had fun. Hopefully a little bit was also raised 
for charity. 

January ended with Burn’s Night at the Compasses 
in Holbrook. The event was extremely well organised 
(thanks to various members of the Club Service 
Committee) and also well attended. We were all 
treated to an excellent meal accompanied by the 
sounds of a traditional Scottish piper. It was good to 
be able to welcome back Alastair McWhirter who 
entertained us with his Toast to the Immortal 
Memory of Robert Burns. He was very ably followed 
by Richard Brown with his Toast to the Lasses and 
the night was topped off thanks to Carol Lockett with 
her Reply. All concerned had clearly put in much 
effort to provide us all with such a terrific evening. 

I am in a very fortunate position to end this piece 
with some very good news indeed. The Membership 
Chairman has been able to report that 2008 is 
underway with not just one new member but two! We 
were all very pleased to welcome Alan Pawsey and 
Trevor Harris in the Rotary fold. I hope they will both 
enjoy long and active membership of our Club. 

Have fun in 2008. 

Yours in Rotary, 

 ����  �     

From The President’s Desk, continued from page 1 

The   occasion was highlighted by Scottish Piper Hugh 
Black, who greeted us outside the pub as we arrived 
with a rousing skirl of his pipes, and later piped in the 
haggis. 

Alistair reminded us once again of what Burns 
achieved in a comparatively short life (from 1759to 
1795), which included his fame spreading world wide 
through his poetic genius. We were also reminded of 
Robert Burns’ darker side, which included his fathering 
of  several illegitimate children and being dragged 
before the court as a fornicator. 

Robert Burns wrote his last poem in 1795, the year he 
died, and an astonishing 10,000 people attended his 
funeral. Since his death, Burns Night suppers continue 
to be celebrated all over the world. 

We must not forget a warm vote of thanks to SVP 
Brian, who was mainly instrumental in organising this 
year’s supper, and also Richard Brown and Carole 
Lockett, who added to our amusement with their toasts 
to the Lassies and Laddies.  

President Alan gave a vote of thanks to Alistair, and 
added a special word of appreciation to Richard Brown 
for sponsoring this year’s piper. 

 �  
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The club is delighted that Trevor Harris has been able to 

renew his membership and he was welcomed by SVP Brian 

Beason on 6th February 2008. 

Burns Night, continued from page 1 
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It was pleasing to see that we managed a good turnout 
of members at our first New Year meeting on 2nd 
January, when a bright and breezy District Governor, 
Duncan Howlett, joined us for lunch. 

Duncan, a member of Haverhill Rotary Club, was able 
to update us on many aspects of  modern Rotary, 
including water aid, matching grants and polio – the 
latter, surprisingly, still being an area of  challenge in 
many parts of the world. 

 

District Governor Duncan Howlett visited the club for lunch on 

Wednesday 2nd January 2008. Happy New Year! 

But the subject which occupied our DG most and an 
area he is concentrating on the most during his year of 
office is recruitment. Some of his comments were 
dramatic and certainly made us sit up and take more 
notice. 

For example, he warned us in no uncertain terms that, 
unless we buck our ideas up and recruit some new and 
younger members, many of our current clubs, including 
some in this region, will just die out and disappear in 
the next ten years. 

To anyone who has any feeling for Rotary and its 
future, this was a sobering comment and one, I feel 
sure, this club will be addressing with more urgency in 
the coming months. And, as District Governor Duncan 
put it: “As the years go by who would want to join a 
club that has deteriorated to a weekly lunch gathering 
of old people? 

Duncan mentioned that Rotary International this year 
was concentrating its efforts on water aid, health, 
literacy and matching grants, but he emphasised that 

none of these important areas of need would mean 
anything if we did not get a serious grip on 
recruitment and bring in people who had the energy 
and get up and go to carry these projects forward. 

Here’s a reminder of District Governor Duncan’s 
warning on recruitment: “RIBI 16 years ago had 
64,000 members. This has now fallen to 58,000. If 
we continue this decline, membership of Rotary in 
these isles in ten years will not exist as we know it 
today. We must do something about it.’’ 

The priorities, he suggested, were encouraging 
members not to leave Rotary, extensive recruitment 
and the formation of new clubs. Success in the past 
had been through forming new clubs, mainly 
because younger people were more likely to want to 
join forces with other younger people rather than be 
attracted to clubs with most of their memberships 
retired and just “old dining club’’. 

The message came through loud and clear and, if 
my experience of Ipswich Orwell Rotary Club is 
anything to go by, then this club with a bit more effort 
will survive.  �  
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St. Mary Le Tower Church was almost full to 
capacity on Sunday, 16th December, for the 
Ipswich St Elizabeth Hospice Light Up a Life 
Service. 

This annual service, which enables relatives and 
friends to remember loved ones, seems to grow in 
stature every year, and this year the large 
congregation, all with lighted candles, joined 
together in singing many of the traditional 
Christmas carols. 

The Rev. David Flower, Hospice Chaplain, 
welcomed everyone and led the lighting of the 
tree. Assisted by members of the church and 
hospice. Also in attendance and representing our 
Rotary Club were, Brian Beason, Peter Hopper 
and Malcolm Reece, who handed out candles and 
carol sheets and assisted with the collection at the 
end of the service. 

�  
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Our Christmas dinner was held on Wednesday 19th 
December at the Ipswich and Suffolk Club.  As always, 
the three-course meal was excellent.  Our thanks to 
Bobbie for making the beautiful table decorations, and 
also to Janet for providing the delicious mince pies.   

 

John Croft and Vice-president Linda Smith 

Our after-dinner speaker, John Croft, was introduced 
by Vice-president Linda Smith.  John had travelled over 
200 miles in order to be with us.  John has been an 
ardent fan of George Formby, the singer and 
entertainer, for most of his adult life.  He gave an 
interesting account of the life and times of George 
Formby and demonstrated his own musical talents on 
three different instruments.  At the end of the evening 
John led a musical extravaganza, accompanying us on 
the Ukulele and leading a sing-a-long of the songs 
made famous by George Formby.  

We held a business meeting on Wednesday 16th 
January, which was well attended.  President Elizabeth 
opened the meeting by welcoming all those present 
and after the usual formalities various items were 
discussed and reports given.  We were happy to 
welcome Ann Smith back after her absence due to 
illness.  Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to Moira 
Townley who is leaving Ipswich.  We wish her and her 
family all the best in their new life.   

Moira Podd distributed leaflets from the Regent and 
Wolsey Theatres so that members can put forward 
ideas for future social events.  Ann Smith said that she 
hopes to arrange a visit from Weekender Clothing in 
the near future.   

 

Speaker Geoffrey Rudman with IW President Elizabeth Cage 

After closing our business meeting, President Elizabeth 
introduced Geoffrey Rudman, who served in the 
Falklands with the RAF.  Geoffrey talked about his 
interesting experiences in the Falklands and showed 
us some slides.   

At our next meeting on 20th February, our speaker will 
tell us about the history of corsets.  This should prove 
to be interesting and entertaining.  Please let Bobbie 
Hopper know by the Thursday prior to the meeting if 
you are unable to attend.     �  
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From RIBI News 

Allan Jagger President of RIBI, and Member of the 
Rotary $100 Million Challenge Committee, met Bill 
Gates at the IoD World Leaders Lunch in London on 
31st January. Allan took the opportunity to thank Mr 
Gates on behalf of Rotarians in Great Britain and 
Ireland for the donations from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation for the Rotary Polio Eradication 
programme.  

The Rotary Foundation received a $100-million Gates 
Foundation grant in November 2007, which Rotary 
will raise funds to match, dollar-for-dollar, over three 
years. The Evanston-based volunteer service 
organization will spend the initial $100 million within 
one year in direct support of immunization activities 
carried out by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI), a partnership spearheaded by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
UNICEF.  
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President Alan Page at the Christmas Dinner on 15th 

December 2007 looking seasonal in a jolly yellow hat. 

(It is totally unfair to make any comparison of this festive 

image with the external appearance of Homer Simpson) 

 

Bob Bacon, here with his wife Clare, organised the Christmas 

Dinner at Purdis Heath Golf Club 0n 15th December 2007 

 

David Berridge, carolling enthusiastically with might and 
main, appeared to create a little discord for the organist 

at the Christmas Dinner 

 

A table of companionable merrymakers at the Ipswich 
Orwell Christmas Dinner. Purdis Heath, 15th 

December 2007. 

 

Another table of companionable merrymakers at the 
Christmas dinner 

 

Even more companionable (and highly honorary) 
merrymakers at the Christmas Dinner 
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WEDNESDAY 13TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + International 

Speaker: David Cooper – “Africa”  

THURSDAY 14TH 

Club Service Committee  

TUESDAY 19TH 

Club Council  

WEDNESDAY 20TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay. Hanau/Orwell Joint 

Project Presentations   

SATURDAY 23RD  

World Understanding and Peace Day  

WEDNESDAY 27TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Business 

Meeting/Fellowship 

%<')1� ���� �) �%%2	*�=� . 0'>*)0� % �	�1� �

SATURDAY 1ST 

Provisional Collection at ASDA   

WEDNESDAY 5TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Community Service 

Speaker: The Mayor of Ipswich   

WEDNESDAY 12TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Community Service 

Speaker: tbc  

THURSDAY 13TH 

Tenpin Bowling vs Manningtree RC at Kingpin  

TUESDAY 18TH 

Club Council 

District Council  

WEDNESDAY 19TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Community Service 

Speaker: Max Raffe - “Scouting”   

WEDNESDAY 26TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Business 

Meeting/Fellowship  

SATURDAY 29TH 

FIND FUN QUIZ at Garrett Memorial Hall Ipswich (see flyer 

at the end of this newsletter) 
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The winners of the Junior School Cup, St Mary’s Ipswich, 

with Orwell’s President Alan Page and co-organiser Rtn 

Richard Boother of Woodbridge Deben RC 

 

Rtn Richard Brown and Kingpin manager Rupert Marlowe 

posing with the trophies and medals awarded at this year’s 

Challenge on 24th January 

Kesgrave High School pupils won the Highest Scoring 
Team and Individual Shields in the senior category of 
the Kingpin Challenge. Woodbridge School won the 
best overall Senior School Cup for the second year 
running. In the Junior category, St. Mary’s School in 
Ipswich took the trophy. Thanks to Kingpin for 
providing the facilities, Coca Cola for the “scoff” and 
Barnes Construction for their generous sponsorship.     
�  

Calendar of Events, continued on page 7 
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John Field’s studies over the years of world-famous 
cartoonist Carl Giles, have proved to be an 
absorbing subject, as John proved to us in his little 
chat to the club on 10th January. 

His talk was the culmination of months of research 
into Giles cartoons, resulting in a fascinating look at 
the cartoonist’s jaundiced interpretation of life in 
London over a number of years. 

John told us that Giles was a Suffolk man who 
came back to live in Ipswich in his 20s and at one 
stage occupied three different offices, with the town 
forming the background of many memorable 
cartoons, some of which John passed around the 
table. 

Giles received an OBE in 1959 for his contribution 
to the cartoon world. His fame was worldwide and 
his genius was very popular at Buckingham Palace; 
the Queen displaying 36 cartoons and Prince Philip 
a further 15. His Royal connections included 
lunching with the Queen in 1962. 

Frank Sinatra also figured strongly, writing in 
several of Giles’s annuals, most memorably in 1978 
when he described him as: “One of the funniest 
men in the world’’. 

John said Giles’s strength was the fact that he 
looked at British life from the viewpoint of the man 
in the street, producing cartoons three times a week 
for half a century. 

John currently has 70 cartoons showing Ipswich 
and Suffolk scenes and he is hopeful he can 
persuade his publisher to let him edit a further Giles 
book with cartoons featuring Ipswich and Suffolk.. 
All cartoons, John stresses, are copyright of the 
Daily Express. 

From the vast number of cartoons drawn by Giles, 
John believes more books are possible, covering 
subjects including the British armed services, US 
servicemen, Grandma, of course, Britain and also 
abroad. 

John, it was a pleasure to listen to you, and we 
thank you most sincerely for only mentioning car 
parks once! 

    �  
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It’s always a pleasure to welcome new members and 
our latest recruit, Alan Pawsey, seems to have slotted in 
extremely well. 

 

Our new member Alan Pawsey at his induction on Wednesday 

12th December 2007. 

We were all keenly interested when he gave his job talk 
at the lunch meeting on 16th January, to find out just 
what a project manager with Suffolk Police does all day! 
Well, now we know; he makes sure, Alan told us, that 
the wheels are well-oiled and that the police show is 
kept on the road. 

He gave us lots of examples to demonstrate how this 
works, but perhaps the best was the vast amount of 
police work needed for the trial of Steve Wright, accused 
of the murder of five Ipswich prostitutes. During this 
time, Alan explained, other areas of work were 
neglected and this needed to be addressed. 

Sponsored by Alan Swan, our new member has been 
warmly welcomed and should prove to be a great asset 
to the club.  

Alan is married to Jacqueline Jane and lives in Ipswich.   
�  
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THURSDAY 1ST 

Golf Day at Purdis Heath   

THURSDAY 8TH – SUNDAY 

11th Joint Visit To Hanau-Maintal, Germany   

Calendar of Events, continued from page 6 



 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE  
 

IPSWICH ORWELL ROTARY CLUB  (International Brigade)  
and supporters of the WILLOW FOUNDATION jointly pre sent a 

 
 

 
 
 

7.00 for 7.30 pm  FRIDAY  11 APRIL 2008    

At WALDRINGFIELD GOLF CLUB 

    Sponsor a Race £25     
    Buy a Horse £5 
    Bet on the Tote 50p 
    Grand Raffle  
    Lots of Good PRIZES  
    Watch exciting Racing 
    Sausages & Mash SUPPER 
    Licensed Bar   
    Dress casual or Racegoer 
 

 

 

 

Please bring your Friends and make up a Table 
Tickets (including Supper) are £10 per person 

All Proceeds will be Shared between: 
The Willow Foundation (Reg Charity No 1106746) and  

The Rotary Filtastraw Project (Reg Charity No 1118064) 
 



 

 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The ROTARY CLUB of IPSWICH ORWELL has AGAIN 

JOINED FORCES with F I N D for a big SOCIAL EVENT 

TELL  ALL  YOUR  FRIENDS  and  BE  PREPARED  to 

MAKE UP A TEAM of 4 - 6 for the THIRD ANNUAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.00 for 7.30pm SATURDAY 29th  MARCH 2008 
 

 GARRATT MEMORIAL HALL   

St MARGARET’S CHURCH CENTRE 
BOLTON LANE IPSWICH  (Car Parking at the School) 

 
WIN PRIZE  for  BEST TEAM  (Tables of 4 - 6) 

(Individuals welcome to join ‘ad hoc’ teams on the night) 
ALSO WIN SPOT PRIZES  &  GRAND RAFFLE 

ENJOY a DELICIOUS  SUPPER 
(Please bring your own drinks & glasses) 

 

QUIZ & SUPPER TICKETS  £8 per person from 

Maureen on 01473 833351 or Tony on 01473 420385 
 

 

 

All proceeds to F I N D (Families In Need)   Registered Charity Number 1106050 

 


