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The young cleric Edward Wells was ordained in holy 
orders in Lichfield in 1957, and on Sunday 23rd 
September 2007 at St Mary le Tower Church, 
Ipswich, he and his colleagues, family and friends 
celebrated the 50th year of his service to the church 
and to the community.  

 

The Reverend Canon Edward Wells celebrated the fiftieth 

anniversary of his ordination on Sunday 23rd September 

2007 

Ted started off as a nurse. He was a nursing orderly 
in the Royal Air Force from 1941, and on leaving the 
service he had further training in operating theatres 
and in plastic surgery and the treatment of burns. He 
was appointed hospital theatre superintendent at the 
Basingstoke hospital where he worked with Sir 
Harold Gillies, then renowned for some important 
advances in plastic surgery. 

A strong vocational calling led him to undertake 
training for the church and he studied at Oak Hill 
College in London from 1955 to 1957, loyally 
supported throughout by his wife Sylvia who sadly 
died in April 2003, and whom he said was the vital 
mainstay in his career. Following ordination he 
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Since the last Newsletter was circulated, the Alton Water 
Challenge has taken place. Sadly, despite the 
considerable efforts of the organising Committee, we 
failed to attract the numbers of walker and cyclists we 
had hoped for. I know that Members charged with 
organising this fund raising event are very disappointed 
with the turnout but we have yet to see the financial end 
result! However, I feel reasonably confident that when all 
the money is in we will raise a sum which is entirely 
respectable and which will make a real contribution to the 
good causes we all wish to support. I will let you all know 
in due course how much we raised, but in the meantime I 
would like to thank everyone involved for their 
contributions. 

As far as the future of the Alton Water Challenge is 
concerned, clearly that is a decision for my successor 
and his Council. Nevertheless, I think it is important for us 
all to remember that levels of popularity for events rise 
and fall over time. We need to keep in touch with the 
changes and perhaps it’s time for us to give the 
‘Challenge’ a rest for a while and think of new fund 
raising ideas. Ipswich Orwell members please step 
forward…. 

With one of our major events completed, we have 
another just around the corner. Our Club Birthday Party, 
otherwise known as Charter Night, is just about here. 

continued on page 3 

continued on page 2 
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This is gearing up to be a suburb evening and is 
already becoming a much talked about item at other 
clubs locally. If you haven’t already bought a ticket 
I’m afraid you will be disappointed because all seats 
are sold out! 

I am pleased to report that the Club has accepted 
the invitation from our twinned Club of Hanau in 
Germany to visit them next year between Thursday 
8th and Sunday 11th May 2008. As in the past, the 
general organisation for the trip will be in the capable 
hands of Bob Fox. I understand that we will travel 
from Stansted to arrive in Altenburg, which is just 
south of Leipzig. We will then travel slightly west in 
order to arrive at our destination of Erfurt (time for 
you all to get your maps out!). We already have 18 
travellers booked on the trip and we would welcome 
more to make the visit truly memorable. 

You will recall that every year we organise a joint 
project with our Hanau friends. When we visit them 
next year it will be our turn to identify the joint project 
of our choice. Now is the time for us all to put our 
thinking caps on in order to come up with a few ideas 
for discussion. 

Ending on a sad note this month. You will be aware 
from our Club meetings that Trevor Harris’ wife 
Tracey has recently lost her long fight against her 
illness and passed away. I have expressed sincere 
condolences and sympathy to Trevor from us all at 
the Club and I have extended our wish for him to visit 
us just as soon as he is ready. 

Yours in Rotary, 
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Our first meeting of the Inner Wheel year was a 
business meeting that took place on Wednesday 19th 
September.  President Elizabeth welcomed all those 
present, and after the usual formalities various items 
were discussed and reports given.   

The Weekender Clothes presentation, which was due 
to take place at this meeting, has been postponed until 
the New Year.   

An interesting mix of speakers have been arranged for 
the coming months.  Also, a possible theatre trip has 
been suggested.  There will be further information 
regarding this at a later date.  Moira Townley has 
offered to open her garden, possibly for the July 
meeting next year.  There would be a meal at the club 
first, followed by pudding at Moira's.   

On September 9th, a wonderful lunch was held at the 
home of President Elizabeth.  As always, and ably 
assisted by her family, the food was absolutely 
delicious.  The event coincided with her husband Jim's 
birthday, so there was also a splendid cake.  It was a 
beautiful sunny day so we were able to enjoy the 
garden and mingle with friends.  Money raised from the 
event went to President Elizabeth's chosen charity, 
Princess Anne's Trust for Young Carers.   

Our next meeting will be on October 17th.  Our speaker 
will be Mrs C Locke, on the subject of millinery.  Please 
let Bobbie Hopper know by the Thursday prior to the 
meeting if you are able to attend or not.   �  

 

From The President’s Desk, continued from page 1 

� %3� 	 3(� 8 !+3� � 8� � %3� *, �( 3.� 1 ,�3 �
8 *�&�((( �*��!*; � �*" �

There is a new RI Web site. Over the past year, RI has 
worked to streamline your Web experience while 
building a site that can accommodate future growth. As 
you’ll notice, the menu been drastically simplified, 
allowing for faster browsing. In addition, they’ve added 
several new features: 

·  An easy-to-read Club Locator  

·  Related documents  

·  A tool that changes a page’s font size  

·  An improved search function  

 

The new site has undergone considerable structural 
changes, which involved consolidating and adding 
sections and moving pages. As a result, some links to 
old pages may not work. We’ve created automatic jump, 
or reference, links from old to new pages to help those 
who have bookmarked their favourite sections. 
Nonetheless, everyone should update their bookmarks 
to reflect the new URLs. 

The improvements to the Web site are designed to help 
people quickly find all the information and resources that 
RI offers online. In the future, more tools will be added 
to assist Rotarians in putting Service Above Self.  

  �  
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Edward Wells addressing his friends and colleagues at his 

celebratory luncheon on 23rd September 2007. 

At luncheon served in St Margaret’s Church Hall for 
seventy friends and colleagues came the opportunity 
for members of Ted’s family to recall the happy 
family life that they had shared with Ted and Sylvia.  
Ted presented a finely bound Book of Common 
Prayer to the church of St Mary le Tower to be used 
at Eucharist in the Lady Chapel, inscribed with his 
mane and also that of Sylvia. The meal culminated in 
the presentation by Ted’s grandchildren of an iced 
cake celebrating his fifty years in the church, 
showing a clerical gentleman standing by a hospital 
bed. All the assembly agreed that it was a glorious 
Golden Jubilee. 

 

This cake presented to the Rev Edward Wells celebrated 

his role as Anglican chaplain to the Ipswich Hospitals 

  �  

worked as a curate in Wolverhampton before moving 
to Ipswich in 1962. Having special insight into 
hospitals and the need of patients he assisted the 
hospital chaplains in Ipswich and was then appointed 
Anglican chaplain to the Ipswich Hospital in 1966, a 
post which he held until 1992. His medical and 
nursing colleagues and untold numbers of patients 
and relatives have acknowledged their gratitude for 
his invaluable support in their times of need. 

 

The young Edward Wells at work in the operating theatre 

in 1952 

The Reverend Ted Wells was welcomed into the 
Rotary Club of Ipswich Orwell in its second year in 
1979, classification ‘Religion – Established Church’, 
and has been a highly respected honorary member 
of the club since 1993. He is now 84 years old and 
despite restricted mobility he makes occasional visits 
to club events and still conducts services at St Mary 
le Tower church as an honorary assistant priest. 

At his Golden Jubilee celebrations on 23rd 
September the Reverend Edward Wells was 
celebrant at the Eucharist and the congregation at St 
Mary le Tower numbered about three hundred. 
Church dignitaries in attendance included The 
Reverend Peter Townley, the Very Reverend Keith 
Jones (Dean of York), The Right Reverend Jeremy 
Walsh (former Bishop of Tewkesbury) and The Right 
Reverend John Waine (former Bishop of Chelmsford 
and of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich). John Waine 
delivered the sermon and all spoke warmly of 
Edward Wells’s career and his dedication in the 
service of God and the community. 

A Glorious Golden Jubilee For Our Honorary Member, 
 continued from page 1 
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Schöneck/Nidderau - The Rotary Club of Hanau-
Maintal has endowed two valuable instruments and 
recently handed them over to the Schöneck-Nidderau 
Music School. 

 
The Presentation of instruments by Past President Alfred 

Merz (second from left) 

With over 1600 scholars it is one of the largest music 
schools in Hessen. Recently they are even offering the 
teaching of bassoon for beginners. As the bassoon is 
an expensive instrument students must be provided 
with a loan instrument. The Rotary Club of Hanau-
Maintal, to whose region Nidderau and Schöneck 
belong, now support the music school with 2500 euros 
worth of new bassoon. 

During the handover of the donation to Michael 
Winterling, Director of the Music School, the Past-
President of the Rotary Club Hannau-Maintal, Alfred 
Merz, came up with a surprise; "On the occasion of our 
visit to our partner club in England, we mentioned the 
bassoon project. One of the English Rotarians was 
once an orchestral musician and had an approximately 
100-year-old French cello that he doesn't play 
anymore.   Spontaneously he stated that he is going to 
give the instrument to Germany as a gift to the Music 
School. 

Winterling expressed his delight and said, “The cello 
especially is one of our most popular instruments. Not 
only have we a great number of cello students but also 
our cello orchestra, Cellyptika, is a special feature and 
some of our cello students have won prizes at national 
events." 

Thomas Wendt, spokesman for the Rotary Club 
stressed the following:   

"Duty to the community is at the heart of the efforts of 
all rotary clubs in which people from all professions and 
classes meet together. Therefore it is only logical that 
our own rotary club, with this donation project, support 
this worthwhile activity in the neighbourhood. " �  
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John Kenny, of the Rotary Club of Grangemouth, Central, 

Scotland, is the selection of the Nominating Committee for 

President of RI in 2009-10. He will become the president-

nominee on 1 December if there are no challenging 

candidates.  

Kenny is a past dean of his local law faculty, a judge, and a 

notary. He is active in scouting and earned the Medal of Merit 

for helping form new scout groups in Eastern Europe. An 

elder of the Church of Scotland, he’s served as session clerk 

and presbytery elder. Kenny was also appointed deputy 

lieutenant of his district by Queen Elizabeth II. He is a past 

president of both the Forth Valley Junior Chamber of 

Commerce and the Federation of Scottish Junior Chamber of 

Commerce. He is also past general legal counsel of Jaycees 

International. 

A Rotarian since 1970, Kenny served RIBI as president and 

vice president.  �  
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On 5th September Simon Page spoke about the 

apprenticeships now available to young people. (President 

Alan Page is unrelated.) 
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When I was a young reporter, an editor once said to me: 
"You are not there to write the minutes of the meeting, 
you are there to get a story." Quite often, ‘the story’ 
came at the end of the meeting, when I was about to put 
my notebook away. 

It was a lesson well learned over a lifetime, and came in 
handy again at a recent Rotary lunchtime meeting, when 
Bob Keeble, a senior biomedical scientist at Ipswich 
Hospital, was speaking on the complicated, even mind-
boggling, subject: "How biomedical science supports 
medicine." 

I kept my "notebook" - in this case a recording machine - 
running after Bob completed his talk and then invited 
questions. The one question that time allowed was 
asked by Nigel Steed - and went right to the heart of 
what most people are worrying about today, especially if 
they, or their loved ones, are concerned about going into 
hospital as a patient. 

"Is the superbug under control in the hospital?" Nigel 
wanted to know. Bob laughed, perhaps a little nervously, 
I thought. "That’s typical," he replied. "We don’t call it 
superbug in the hospital, obviously. The problem is, this 
is something that is ongoing. Resistance amongst 
bacteria is something we have seen right from the 
beginning. Penicillin used to be extremely effective 
against a whole wide range of things, now there is a lot 
resistance to penicillin. 

"There is not one easy answer to that question, and 
there are lots of things that mitigate against the 
development of antibiotic resistance and development of 
cross-contamination between patients and between staff 
and patients, and so on. We know what those things 
are: people not washing their hands properly, but 
building design has also got quite a lot to do with it. 

"In those countries where they see very low rates of 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) one 
tends to find that they are the same countries that have, 
as standard, single room accommodation in most of 
their hospitals. We haven’t got single room 
accommodation in most of our hospitals, and so it is 
quite a challenge." 

The sting came in the tail, as our speaker told us: "I do 
think that this is antibiotic resistance amongst bacteria. 
We are never going to see the end of it, really. All we 
can hope to do is to keep it under reasonable control."  

�  
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FRIDAY 12TH 

Charter Night at Belstead Brook Hotel  

TUESDAY 16TH 

Club Council  

WEDNESDAY 17TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Vocational Speaker: 

Sarah Higson, “User involvement at Ipswich Hospital”  

WEDNESDAY 24TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Business 

Meeting/Fellowship  

WEDNESDAY 31ST 

No Lunch. 5th Weds Event. Foundation/Vocational 

Fundraising Quiz & Supper - 6.30 for 7.00pm at Ipswich Golf 

Club Purdis Heath. First round then supper (Sausage and 

Mash). Quiz Master Peter Smith. Teams of up to 6. All team 

questions. Finish approx 10.15. Rotarians £3 Guest's £10 
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THURSDAY 1ST 

Provisional - Kingpin Challenge   

WEDNESDAY 7TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Foundation 

Speaker: tbc 

WEDNESDAY 14TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Foundation 

Speaker: "Age Concern" 

THURSDAY 15TH 

Club Service Committee 

Kingpin Challenge  

SATURDAY 17TH 

Asda Collection for Hospice 

TUESDAY 20TH 

Club Council 

WEDNESDAY 21ST 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Foundation 

Speaker: Rtn Hugh Davies, District Foundation Chairman 

WEDNESDAY 28TH 

12.55 pm. Lunch, Bistro On The Quay + Business Meeting & 

SGM 

FRIDAY 30TH 

Suffolk Food Hall Christmas Party for Hospice 6.30 – 

8.00pm 


